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Ques<ons 

1) This book, like our previous book, Apeirogon, has a unique wri<ng style. 

Did the lack of punctua<on and capital leLers make a difference to your 
reading and review of the book.  Did you prefer the wri<ng style in 
Apeirogon or this book? Do you prefer tradi<onal wri<ng style? 

2) The writer explores aspects of the African diaspora in the past and the 
present. Some cri<cs say she may have just as easily wriLen this as a 
collec<on of short stories rather than a complete novel. Do you agree or 
disagree and does the rela<onship of many of the women bring all the 
stories together? 

3) Evaristo says that the “poe<c paLerning “on the page gave her freedom 
and allowed for her to go back into the past and the present and says 
she thinks this form helped her to go into their subconscious. What do 
you think? 

4) How does the author create unique voices for each character? 

5) The book involves themes of class, sexuality, gender, racism and sexism. 
Did you think that there was one theme that dominated over the others? 
If you were to describe this book to others, what words would you use? 

6) What commentary does the book provide on racism and sexism in 
Britain , and how different the lives of these women would have been in 
Africa ? Do you think there is a difference in such themes in the sec<on 
set in the USA? 



7) Evaristo does not regard this as a feminist novel even though it discusses 
feminist issues. She points out that some of the women think they are 
feminist and probably are not and vice versa. Others disregard feminism 
later in life. Can you give any examples of these characters? 

8) Similarly, people iden<fy colour in different ways. Some iden<fy as a 
black person and others prefer to leave their colour and race 
uniden<fied. Is there an advantage or disadvantage to iden<fying as 
black, coloured or mixed race within this book and in other situa<ons. 

9) This book is largely about women. Do you think she portrayed the men 
in the book well? Can you give an example of a man who stood out? 

10)Did you have a favourite story or character and if so, why? 

11) There is in the book themes of changing class and whether one can     
really leave their upbringing behind. Discuss how difficult this could be and 
examples in the novel. 

12) Evaristo points out that she is the first black woman to win the Booker 
and Toni Morrison the only black Nobel Prize winner.  Does this show bias 
within the judging or does it demonstrate a paucity of black authors? 

  


